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By ARTHUR W. MARCHMONT,
Author of "By Right of Sword," "'Whe 1 Was Czar," Etc.

SynopMs of IVecedlUK" Chaplers.
Ollve Parmenter, helr.sa to _regory

Parmonter'a millions, ls engaged to the
fuiuu- Lord Belborough, ol Oxfordshlre,
Eng. Her rather, aftei rocolvhiB n mys-
tcrlous cablegrarp from Amerlcu. lnsists
tlrnt the marrlage be hnstehed. No ob¬
jectlon ls made,, but Lady Belborough
takr-s occaslon to limilt the girl and is
rehuked by her husband. l.ord Belbor¬
ough. The weddUig Ip Intorruiited dra-
matlcally by il Btrango woman ln black.
\,-ho crles: "I forbld tho banns!'' Old
Mr. Parmenter falls dead from the
shock. and il is later dlscovered that lus
-uii! has been stolen, thus leaving Ollve
pi ruillera. Tlie v.-ohinn In blnck su'u-
stantlates hor claim i" be the wldow ot
Gregory Parmenter, and wlth her son.
Gllbert Me riiiow, taken popsoKslon of
the Gregory"-state. Merrldew calls on

Mr. Parincttter'B old lawyer. Mr. Case¬
ment, who suspicts Merrldew ol having
stolen lhe wlll.

Olive wrilos to her lover say Ing that
thoy must not moct nSaln; but he se-

cures an Intervlow In Mr. Cnscnient.s
Dllice, in whicli he vninly urges her to
marry hlm In Bpitc of nll. l-'mally sho
nprcf!> to como to hlm when the mys-
terv is clonred up. nnd stmts on a jour-
ney of investigation. On lhe train she
ls attocked and robbed by a mnn dls-
gulscd as a woman, and only bj a ruue

prevelits hitn from lhrowlng her out of
their coinparlnieut. The polico and
railroad oftldills discredll her slory, and
when ahout to be ttiken to prison Mrs.
Merrldew Iriterposes aa n friend of hu-

manlty and takes her to her rooms.

Fiere fillvo is kopt prlsoner, denied tlie

prlvilege ol comnninicatlng wltli friends,
und finally sent to nn asylum. Iier
lover, Jack Belborough. arrlvos just in
tlme to see her at tlie Btatton nnd rescues

her from the young pliye'lclan who Is
taklng her to the asylum. She next goes
i,, London. nnd there by accldont learns
to know Selma Ilammond, an hulmate
a-qonlntancc of Gllbert Merrldew; who
p.ovos to !>¦' tfrtnembor of n noted hnnd
o( crooks Ollvo lays plans io get Into
ihe secrets of the band.

CHAPTER XVIII.--Continued.

O.ive returned home ln love with hoi

new projecl. The pro.--,,.-, t of somo-

thing detiniio t<; du wan IndeBcrlbablj
welcome after tlu perlod of entorcec
and frequentlv hopeless ldlent ss. She
bad been huhgerlng for occupatlon.

She ignored Lhe rlsk to be run. She
¦wonld not think serlously of it. Slu

musl he prepared to lace dangers. II

they were necessary. The present con¬

ditlons of her life we,-e Imposslble
Thev were wearlng oul her soul. Tht
repetition oi bucIi a bceno as that wltl
3_ady Belborough wafl too horfible u

contemplate. She must either win hei

flght with tbe Merrldews or run awaj
from ii all.

All thOUght of marrying .Inek unti
3-ier name was cteareel waa dead. Hi
¦motber's cru.l searing, polsbnlni
eneerH had kllled ll iih effectually a

even Mrs. TauntQji could have Wished
N'ov.-.r. never. n'_Vcr, t/-ll her dylng da;
would she foi-'_el tbem,..never coaso i<
.hrlnk nt the stab and acho ol tli
wound?, never fall ln feel tlu- flush o

shamc thnt had manil-d her cheek l
her degradatloh.

A'. t life wlthoul her lover ..ml with
out tlu- hope of being hls wifo hei
nothing bui barrenness fnr her. If sh
could not clear her name, Hon dea*.
H .it would be preferablc. She couh
therelore, laugh at tho rloks whlc
jiilghl doter any one who bad 'es
BtupendouB r
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through the parl. She reralled also
nll she had heard Selma herself use;
nnd bolng- an excellent mlmlc ancl hav¬
lng a splendid memory, her study was
soon rrultftil.

At the same tlme she read n number
of Oermnn books to freshen up her al¬
ready intimute knowledge of that lan-
gungo; and soeklng out a German gov-
erness sho passed several hours of each
nf. tho days while she was walting to
hear from Selma in conversation In
Gbrnian.
There ivere Iwo otlfbr mntters to de-

clde, also. she must havo n plauslble
story of her llfo, In case nuestlons were
asked; and she must. look the part she
liad to play. Theso were both ensy
enough. but they cost much tlme and
thought.
She must he so dlsguised Ihat even

Gllbert Merrldew, should she moet him.
as, iudeed, she hoped, would be unable
io recognlze her. The actual costume
was soon flxed. Any dress would do, so
long ns it was uiiIiko nnything she had
ever worn; nnd Was plnin nnd common.
Her flgure, too, could be altercd. Pad-
dlng would glvo her lnrge, round hlps,fil! out, her bllSt, nnd increase the widthof her shoulders, and tvhen she harl
completed thls part of her scheme. nfew touohes here nnd there, ooupiedwith n heavy, awkward walk. effecteri
n change which she was confidenlwould carry her through successfully
The altcrntions ln her face werr

more difficult, and,all tlie more so he-
euusie she would have at times to re-
sttmo her ordinary appearance. Of
this account she had a wig made. whlcl
was tbe oxaet counterpart of her owt
halr, nnd as soon as that was read-
she hnd 'her own halr dyed and cut al

.most .shc»rt. It was naturally curlyand thus the tongs soon gave her ;
mass of littlo fluxen rurls, whlch he
rlycd eyobrows tind lashes convertei
Into an almost typlcal _erman face
A palr of sliglitly tlntod plnce-ne.
completed the dlsgulsc.
She had found it Imposslble to enrr;

on thls work from Slr. Robson's house
and acbordlngly had tnken a roon
olsewhere, under the pretoxt that sh
was n female private detective
statement whlch allowed of her freel;
cntei.iig the house as Olive rarmento
and going out as Rosa Baumstein, th
name she Intended to assume.

Jack had meanwhlle been sent t
Parls, nnd was away some ten days-
and in all thnt tlme no news came froi
Selma. Ollve had lndeed been glad o
the tlmo to complele her arrangement!
although the absence of news bega
to worry her. Three more days passet
and then, eoncludlng, Ihat Selma ha
been prevented from communieatim
Olive resolved nnt to wait longer, bt
to go to the llarlnianns on her mv

account.
She believed tliat Gllbert Merrlde

had taken Selma out of Hondon, hav
ing possibly heard of tlielr last mee'

Ing. lt called for extrn co'Urago
acl alone; but Ollve was very cond
dent of her dlsgulso, and wlthout le;
Ho horaclf,

Slu- was a__loil to get at close grlj
Wlth Merrldew, and she luul just to
tlio Uobson.-i thal slu- woufd be awi
lor a feW days. when to her astonisl
ment, Gllbert Merrldew himself wi
s'uown into her room.
"Ynu aro surprised to see mo, Mi

Parmenter, but 1 wlsh to see you (

account ol a young woman ln who
ani iu

.o pointed

,_' CUAPTEH XIX.
ul "linMi liuumM-in."
''' Ollve's iirst thought, when <'illb<

Mcrrldew spoke of Selma Ilnnmioi
'"*'

waa ti.at tlu- girl had reported all th
"' had boen told to hor, but lu a hoco
:tl

sho dlscarded it as- bslng not oi
:' unworthy of Selmn but falqe to i
1
own lm_Jllcll belief in her alncfcrlty.

--i wlah io warn you against tl

glrii Mi-s Parinentor," Kald Merrldi
'; after a pause. "Sho is thoroughly 1

'"''
und ha_ been in prleon'.'1111 "And your reason'."' asked 01
c'urtly.

..I know you wlll sxarcCly belh
it n dealre for your good."

'' "As you untfclpato, I do not heli-
:' lt, Whal i« ililn Pileged story?"
""' h v. a;, soon apparent tlien that
an iuid very UtUo to toll, and had cc
'''' rullior to seelt lnformatlon thnn
'"' j.-lvr y,

v.,-1 went to hor lodglrigs'
;:" "Wlut ls lb.- story you su.y she

'''¦¦- told?" liitor'ruptcd Ollve. "I saw
.--, cu a unjbi tly ol plcltlng n poe

'.' iu (i-.'onl Street, nnd waa able to s,
." i., r from a fai'-e pronecutlon Tlio
" ¦' .nt N.ov what i-. -lu- sai

.¦.-¦. la ,i coiivlcli -I thlef. Miss i
I¦¦ moriter au.; kqi ved t .-nn ol Invp

mi,.t ||1 I'liu u--o. hikI Ho- is
ioii ih. ..-:.., jata oi thi_> es oii this sl

lo "i.ut the allfigi d tnrj '.' Whal
tlu ...|.- sald of mo."
ln "She dech-.i-c;. thal you were

»._» b.er foi BQino Ijouraj tiiai you poU.
ilarl inv.-i II and my mothor t-i her ln le

11 of ,-.-.ei', .1 .ihui.e; thal S ol| (|l|e.Sl!(
ol I,. ,- :., il 1, j_l_blll us. myiiip; ihat

.ha i,. ..-..-.-.i v.-e. wero Bcouudrolfl and
..hei ploil'-fl lo roi, you. an.l tliat, ln sl
iier you .'.era bent upon e^poslng us

rogiies, nnd attempted to get her to
help you."
Ho spoko BOmewhat hosltntlngly,

welghlng hls words unel Bearchliig
Ollve's fuce as If for conllrniulloii nf
tho tnlo, ns lie told lt. Ollve mnv .it
once that he wns lylng; nnd read lils
tnottve. Ilo wlshed to tltul out wlint
Selma htiel actually snld to her. lt
wns clear thal if Selma hnd renlly
betrityed her she woulel have revealod
nll iibcHit tlie Hartritanns nnd Ihe plan
tho two hnd dlscttssed togother.
"Whero is she?" asked Ollve In ro¬

ply.
"Where she cnn do no more hnrm."

said Merridew 'without thlnklnu;.
"Then why do you thlnk It neces¬

sary to wnrn mo?"
1 Ie paused anel frowned. "It Ls otlly

ln your own intorosts."
"No. Mr. Merridew. Your Interests,

not mine, hnve brought you here lo-
day. A'ou havo mado a grront, mlstnke
.surprlslng ln ono so shrewd, You
havo told me that thereMs some con¬
neotlon between you anel thls glrl.
whom you descrlbo ns a convlcted
thief.' 1 had nn Instlnct that that
waa so. Now T know It."
He shruggocl hls shoulders aa lf

portance nnd wnvort hls" hand tn dls-
miss the subject. "As you will. But.

II had another object In coming to soo
you." ¦*

her interpretation were of no im¬
portance nnd waved hls hand to dls-
miss the subject. "As you will. But
I had another object ln coming to see
you." '

"But I wlsh to stnte lt; I wlsh to
djeoiiss it with you. I glvo you my
word of honor, Mlss Parmenter, that
I feel Intense symnn thy wlth you In
all the trouble that has befallen you.
Tho present strnlts to which you nro

driven, through absolutely no fault ol
your own, aro palnful ancl dlstre'sslng
to both my mother nncl myself. AA'e
wlsh to have an opportunlty of show¬
lng this practicully."

"I have had almndnnt evldence ol
your friendly intentfons." sald Ollve.
He took no notico of the int'errup-

.no you iki.vt!" cniun tiik otheu; noioiii.v.

tlon. "IlMs true that the lnw has glv-|
en us ihls lmntehse fortune; but we

feel that at the same tlmo it has done
you nn Injustlce so Intenne as to ron-

dor our poBltlon cxtremely lnyldlb.us.
You have always takon tho ugliost
view of my own actlotia nnd Intentiohs
toward you; but you must allow mo lo
remlnd you that aftor you haVl refused
to honor mo wlth your hand lt was my
mother's wlsh, no lefifj than my own,

that' you vhoiibl sh'are the fortune
wlth us."

Olive malritalned a resolute sllence,
an'd wlu-n he paused allowed no sign
of her fe'el'ng'a to escapo her, eltlic-r in
word nr look,"

'T would ask you once moro, Mlss
Parniontor, <> mako. ino ihe liapjiioal
.-1:1.1 proudoBt of men by consontlng to
i>.- my wife."
A rnpid glance ond a gostui'o of the

hand ahsworod hlm.

j| "I wouhl davote my life to your liap-
pitieas," lie crled earnestly, bjandins hln
dark eyes Htpon h' r. "f love you inore
for the herolsin with whirh you have

'homo thls reverso of fol-tunc-, nnd my
heart"-

"lt ls ImpoBslble," she brohe ln
aharply,1 'As you Will," li- rald wlth a slgh
..That is, howovor. my great desire
Btil lf noi thut, Ihen wlil yoii not con-

,. sent to lako 11 part- a half, If yot
t will.1 if the fortuno, und put au cm
e to all inc Btrlfe between uu?"

When «he- dld not answer ho us
-w.ri that tslie wns impresseu'by th'
Offor, aml w< ni 1.11 Lo iirit-- li'er ii'-i .-i'i
ance of lt.

0 -1 have- 1,. en Ihlnkjngi" sln- Intei
rupted, breaklng Intq une e.r hls now

¦ |Rg H'-iili-nc m. --\'iiii n|fir uie thjtj a

a lirll'.- ln l.-eiulnace iu the shauio ;.-m
''have put on nn-. Aml n-.li-i-t It 11
''

iin llAMllt, Mr- .M.-rrlili-W. itut y.r
j. w.-iiii 1,1 eiimpromij'Oi All tln- rnone;
'. my father h-l't ln uiiii" hy rlglil. un,

,i >,u and your irio'tliev Kn.o'w tbla, \\'<-i
I.I toll tlu- truth. ijilmit tlml Ihut stor
ml about tlie Shc-llh-ld ipdrriage la falKis-

a public admlssion. of courso, 1 menn.

nnd I wlll glvo you one-thlrd ot the
whole inhorltnneo nnd undertuke that
no step.s shall be taken to punish you
for the wrong ynu have done."
Morrldew's set face pnlcd, hls eyes

gllU,o'rnrt dangcronsly, nnd hls nostrlla
dllaled ns bls bre.nth came qulckly In
rage nt thls dcflnnce. lt cost hlm a

grent elTort of wlll to control himself.
"That, of course, Is an lnsult," he sald.
"1 came out of no feeling, but klndness
to you."
"Nonsense," retorted Ollve, .wlth an

nngry latigh. "You came to see If you
could make terms wlth mo by whlcn
you could keep nt least half of, what
you have stolen. A'ou came because you
nre afrald thnt 1 sliall flnd out the
truth. A'ou thought that havlng had a
llttle exporleno^ of thls reverse of for¬
tune, 1 should be ln the mond to cOinc
to terms. AA'ell. you havo failed: and
now be good enough to relieve me of
the lnsult of your presence"; and with
tliat she rose and pointed to the door.
But he kept his sent nnd recovered

hls temper. "This ls not a matter thal
can be adjusted by temper shown on
either side. Mlss Parmenter."

"AVill you go?" she crled.
"I beg you -"
As he-was' spenking the door was

opened from wlthout nnd Jack en¬
tered.

"Hullo." he exclnimed, In surprlse al
seelng Merrldew wlth Ollve.
r Merrldew was not in tho least dls-
concerted. "T came to make Miss Par-
menter nn offer which I should like tf
repeat In your presence, Mr. Fanwlck,'
he snld. ',
»"He first'asked m? to marry hlm

Jack, nnd then offered nie a sum o
httsli money to agree in tbc wrong hi
hns done me. 1 have ordered hlm lt
leave the room, nnd he has refused. t<
go."

.'Then It's my turn" sald Jack ver;
rjtiietly. "Now, slr. nre you golng?"

"t wlsh to discuss-"
"Are you going? I shan't ask yoi

again."
"Tliere is no ground for your inter

Il II14

ferencc," began Merridew, rising; but
.lack gave hlm no tlme to flnish the
Bontonce. Tackllng hlm wlth tho sk-iil
uf a flrst-class i'ootballer, he flrst
shook hlm tlll hls toeth rattled to-
gefber, and then hustled hlm out Of
the ropm and along Iho hall to the front
door and sent blm ataggerlng down
the a'horl fllght of steps with the forco
of a couple of lusty klcks. Then ho
returned nnd fetched hls bat and threw
lt nfter him.
Merridew plcked up hls hat. amlel the

Joers of a couple of small boys who
were passing and wlth a scowl of halo
ns Jnck Jumped into tho cafrlage whlch
was waltlng and drovo off.

"I l'nl dccldedly better for that,"
laughed .lnck, as he rejblncd Ollve.
"I'vi- owod hlm thnt over slnce that
day al KUverboech, anel thoro's still a
llttlo unpald balance to como to hlm."

"lle came to try nnd make terms.
ls geitlng a llttlo uhoasy. He
cnuao, too," declureel Ollve.

liave- vou found out anythlng, then,
while I hmc noon lu Paris?"
"I'm golng io"
"Thal gln llamniond?"
"Vc. partly, I ine-t her and r,he

i'i"-:,i'd-what 1. told you before, thut
thoro is a piot cm foot whlch <'on-

"I llon'l take It serlously, Ollve,'
iu- replled lightly. "Anyhow, thcy'll
luiva in put.it off for a wlille, Br-rlln
ihls Unu-; nml the chief luslsts on my
golng wlth hlm: Another week ni

n ii dnys, ->( le-ast, 1 expoot."
"Well, i hope I ahali navo news fnj

you when you return."
'I lii-pe ft won't be ihut you hnvi

K.ii Into anv Iroublc, glrlle. I wus hc

iiinasy whllo iu ivirl" I couiil soarcelj
roat."

"i shan't get Into uny tmuhlp, .iae*k;'
!n- ain.v, i-ri-il with a "llllle, nnd thnt

I-,1 Ho- iiiii\<-ri-;»li"n rOUIld ttV'his. vlsl
'- in Paris aii.l tlie projee'ted Jonmey te
' Hellill.
1 Bho was tmi sorry tb hear tbat Iii
'would nm bo ln l.onilc'ii for the Itosj

\v.-i-i< ui- two. 8ho did not t'di him "ny
i.hlng about tho venturo on whlch »U<
liuel libcidert. He would hnvo elUsiiiidei
her. «hc knew; and aa.ho was Ni b

ubsont from town sho would be spnred
the dlfflculty slu, had fWesoon ln meot¬
lng hlm.
He had only n. very short tlme to

spond wlth her, and they parted wlth
an assurance from her that she would
wrlto hlm every day. As soon ns ho
Was gone, Ollve told Mrs. Robsop
thnt.sha was golng into tho country,
and started for her other rooms to
nsHtime her dlsgulso nnd set out on
her mission to the TIartmanns.
Mcrridcw's vlslt hnd dlstinetly en-

couraged her. She wns certaln sho
had read hls motlvo rightly.that hls
anxiety to come to an arrnngement
was caused by a consclousncss of
crlme, and thnt he dld not feel secure

wlthout Ollve's aequleseence ln some

settlement. He was tho last man ln
the world to part wlth a slngle sov-

eroten unless forced by fear of loslng
all.
His wlsh to marry her sprang from

lhe same motlvo. If she were once
hls wife, it would be too Into for Iier
to ralse any questions. The millions
were either hers or tho Merrldews;
nnd If she were his wife, they would
be secure of*cveryth|ng. Olive saw all
thls ns clearly ns lt Merrldew himself
had told her.

Sho was full/ alive, too, to the h'az*
nrd ot this fresh undertaking. How¬
ever, she was suro that Selma h.Trf
not betrayed her. "Merrldew had mere¬

ly heen guesslng at what he lmag-
ined mlght have passed between tho
two; and had come. to flnd out all ho
cotlld to conflrm hls guess. It wns

just a bluff.In the language of her
new slang. And she wns hlgh-splr-
Itcd, hopeful and confldent as she mad<
her preparatlons and assumed tho
dtsgulse ln whlch sho xvas to play tbc
sp,v.
She lauglied in great satisfaction n?

she surveyed herself in the glass. Hei
figure was clumsy, her walk ungalnly
and her carrltige purposely awkwnrd
but-she had been careful not to makt
her face ugly. She knew too well th'
effects Of good looks updn the avrr-

age man, and she mlght n.ed to bftYt
reoourso to thls weapon.

Telling the woman of tho hoi
tliat she mlght possibly return tlu
that night to sleep, she set out
Ajax street, Brixton, the addross
the llartmanns.
Selma Hammond had not told

Ihe number of their house, and as f
found Ajax street conlnlned noarlj
hundred houses, sho w_s for the n
ment noh-plussed how to find It,
As she stood st'hrlng about hor

rather good-looktng young man, -i

vlously a I'orolgnei', passed and tlll'
an adtnirlng glance at her dlrectl
Olive let fall an exclunmtlnn of f

burrassment ln Gernian, and he tu
ed. hesituted, walked on a few sU
paused iignln, and then cnino ha
and rnising hls hat, asked lf he co
bo of nny asslslance. "I thlnk
nro German," ha added in thal I
K'uago.
Ollvo turned on hlm the battery

her expresHlve eyes, and, wlth a 1
vent. exclamaUon of thanks, repllod
(lermun that she was looking for
house of I''rnuleln Anna Hnrtmani

"1 arn Karl Hurtmnnn, her broth
he answered wlth ovidenl pleasure
he again ralsed hls hat. "I am on
way home. Wlll .Vou neoonjpiiny n

"I nm liosa Raumstolii," sald 01
addlng wlth a algh nnd another gla

1 am all nlnnu In thls awful elty
havo boen lold tn see,v yotir slstei
a friend."
"Slm wlll he dollgl.tod io wolo.

you," declared tbc brotlior, nnd
looks said <|lille olearly thnt he
speaklng rather for himself than
hls Hlst-r.

,! Tho next minute Ollve stood be
Itlio door of their house. ller nd'
tuie liad now begun ln real earl

.I i'.\U,rTi.n nn.
l |llnrollcd ns a Tllciiibci-.

Ollve hail not lii the leasl underi
1 matod lhe' vnluo uf hei good look

nn uiil lu her new rampnlgn. ln
'clavs .'bo had established herself lii
X lin tho litlle household of ihe 11
. inuiiiis, Tlu- sister Anna, a' ra

stout. molhcrly wonian of ahoul Ih
I luul opened her heart slr.ilg'htwn:
3'Ollve, had acee.Ud hor etovy wit

questlon, antl had Itieleeel itisbitei! that
sho should romaln wltb them from
the moment of her nrrlval.
Tho brother had boen even moro cor-

cllnl. Ho mnde no see-ret of hls In-
tenso ndmlrntlon for hls slster'.s new
frlond. and hefore n week hnd pnsseel
ho was on Ibe verge of proposlng mar-
rlugo.

Ollve had designodly led hlm on. Jt
was essentlal that ho should have bliilel
confldonceln her, and thoro ls no bllnd-
iiesn of thnt sort so absolutely reckless
as love.
As .lack woulel soon bo back from

Berlin, nnd tbe machlnatlOns of tho
gnng commenco ngnlnst him, iherei was

no jjmo to loso; nncl thus Ollve found
a menns of hustening mnttersv She had
read tho mnn easily, nml had been able
so to tono her conversatlon as to com¬

pletely mlslead hlm.
At heart an ardent Koclallst. ho hnd

been led to "wnr upon soclety".that
was hls riet phrase tn jlistify n. llfe
of elishoncsty.by some wrorigs. real or

Imaginnry, whlch hls parents hael stif-
fereci; Tho elescent hnd heen ensy; nll
tho easie.r, indeed, becauso of the justl-
flcallon by whlch he imposed upon hlm¬
self. lle dle!,not at llrst. admlt to Ollv*
thnt he wns ejlshonest; but ho employed
tliis incilrect means of oxcuse to pre¬
pare her for the revelatlon to come
later. Olive had played upon thir. feel¬
ing In a hundred ways. leading him tr
feel that he could count upon her sym¬
pathy.
Then suddenly she brought matten

to a crlsls by announclng her lntontl.oi
to go away. Thls wns one evenlng' ns

they were wnlking alone togethpr if
tho park nt Herne Hlll; and she mad'
tho announccment wlth all tho Blgns o:

grent emotlonul dlrtress.
"Rosa!" he exclnlmed In a tono o

Intense consternatlon. "Leave us

Why?"
"You have been too kind to me. Anni

and you. But.but.".and she brolo
off. ns if her teelings were loo deep fo
titternnee.
"You eannot, go. No. no. lt Is lm

possible. Where woulel you gr>, ln
deed?"'

Ollve threw up her hands In dlrcS
perplexltv nnd sighed decply. "Any
where. Anywhere. AVhnt does lt mat
ter? I must live."
"Would you^mako ino mlserable?"
Olive turned her eyes on hlm for

flashing glance, ancl then looked awa>
"You don't nnderFtand. You mtistn'

understand," she crled vehemently.
"1 undersland thnt I will not let yo

go," ho replled pnsslonaiely.
Agaln she looked nt him earnestl

straight In the eyes. "That ls the rea

son, Karl." she sald slowly nnd wlt
much feeling.

"1 love you, Rosa. By Heaven.
worshlp tho very gvoiind you trcad!"
"Ah that la terrible!' she crlce

Bhlverlng. "Terrible. 1 '<*¦"« '

But I have decolved you. Karl. on,
must tell you now, oven if the shatti
of lt kllls me." Ollvo was a born n.

tress. and hor affeCtatlon of grief. ng

tatlon and romorse was perfec
"When you- know you will spurn u

from you." , ..,. J
For a moment she lapsed into, :«

lence aa lf strlvlng to nerve h"»«lr
tell hlm; and hc waited wRh all U

impatlence of a lover, fell m

Rosa " he sald at length,
.I an a thlef. Karl. I have cou

into your house wlth *¦)«^.F»/!worthy to touch your sl* .". s hand
.,,. . thlef; a thief; a thief. uo ye

understand" and she ilftc-d -her he<

ns lf in very bravado.a8.e laughed; "My dearest_ f^yo
were tho worst woman in the worl

U would mako no difference ton,

Besldes, how do you thlnk I Uvo- Ani.

and 1. both?"
A duick, qucntlonlng light shono

hfcr eves. "Karl!" she crled, ongerl
as she put out her hand hastlly ar

touched h"ls arm.

'¦Ye<= H you clld not tell us, wo dl
not toil you. That need not part u

Rosa," he auB-^ered with a smlle.,
"Tell me," she sald.
"I was not always llko thls; but

wns always a Soclnllst. I have knov,

what it is to starve, to beg, to grov

af the feet. of those who dld mo ai

mine tho cruelesl of wrong*; groui

us under thelr feot until the hon

siifTering nnd hunger and nMsery e

tered Into iny Innermost soul. I hen

turned: and with otliors declared w

agalnst tho bppressor, agnlnst tl

rich nnd powerft.l vamplres who fc

and feast and rlot on the wretehednc
of their vlctlm?.

"Poor Karl," said Ollve, wllh n sjt
"1 know. I know."

"I nm glad you havo told me. Ros

so glad. I feared lost, when you lear

od tho truth, you. would turn from
t\ Ith hat red nnd- elesplso inc"

.T'oor Karl." sho miirmured ngain.
'.We. are strong now," ho conttnu

nfter a pause. "There- aro several
us baocleel together hero In London,

heart and soul ln thevwork. You sh
joln us, if you will. We need n. g
with your ciule-k wits and devernc
Anna ls wlth us- but she Is nol. slm
and shi'fwd as you are. A'ou ha

seen llosonstein at our houso? lle
one ol' uii. nnd only yosterday be- y,
speaking of you and tirgoel me to

you to holp us.
"Wo should not havo to pnrt th

Karl." sald Olivo, oone-onllng. c-vc

trace of the reellng of triumph w

which she lind henrd his proposal.
nm not n coward, but. should 1 lu
thn courage npciled for thls? AVo
tho others hnve me fnr a eomra,

1 aiu iilmost frightened, 1 thlnk."
lle- sinlled renssurlngly. "I know ;

better than that. Boslcies, there wr

be no danger for you ln what ls npec

They woulel wele-oinn you on a w

from me. lt ls but to make- somo

qlllrlftB."
"Tell me." *

lle look eilT hls hat ancl pnssed
hand tlii'itigh hls long falr halr,
a smlle of enthuslasm llghted hls f.'
"AVo hnvo a groat soh'ema on ba
RoHll. Scimr- important papers huvi
be g"t frcmi tln- nriilsh P'oVelgil oi
for whlch a blg prlco will be ,P!
Wo already have ono nf our iiuin

eniployed lu ah hilinble post In
ofllce-, but ilu-s thlngs are gttar
well, and that is nol enough. Wo h
a plnn, huwve-r; and lt Is to helr
ihls thnt t'ltose ineiulrlcs must
made."
"Uui how could 1 he.V>" asked O

stl-

"Wo must havo some one to ontor
tho household ot tho mlnlster hlmaolf
to li.nd out every dctall of tho life
thero. Anna was to go; but sho la not
qulck enough. Sho luis no oyea for
such iwirk. AVe must know who comea
to and from tho htiroau to tho houso,
and who cnrrlcs papers to and fro."

"Thnt would not bo dlfflcult, surely."
"Not for yo_; but for a tlmld eottl,

llko our Anna, yes. AVoulrt you do lt?"
Ollvo paused br If conslderlng. "How

could I get In tho hotian?"
"That is nrrn.ngod nlready. A aer-

vant ls wanted Ulero. A'ou would only
havo to observo nnd report your dlR»
covnrles to 'us."
"To your leader, Herr Rosenstoln?"
"Ho Is not our leader. Gldeon Ma.w«

ford ls the leader." He snld thla wlth
au air of ptMdo. "You havo heard of
him ln the Stntes?"

"Yea; I hnve heardol hlm, of courao,"
sald Oltve; as lf the fnme of tho man
wero luternntlotial. "Ho ls tho man
who always sueeeeds."

"Yea," noddcci her companlon read-
lly. "He Is wonderful."

"1 oould do ll caa'lly, Karl. Yea,
easily. But can you tell me moro ot
the sch-mb?" S)ie, yvnti anxlous to
learn tlif- part wb'lch -Selma had told
hor Jack wns to play.

"If you Joln us you wlll he told
eyerythlng. Wn work in common;
slm ring lhe danger ns. well aa the re-
wards. You will havo your share, of
courso." ,. t.

"AVhut ls tho rt-whrd In this caac?"
"Good," he crled, dellghted at thls

praetlcal question. "No less than flve
thousand pounds wlll be dlvided when
we are suecessful." This was the
amount which tho resj: had boen told
was thn sum to ba, pald.

"li Ls n fortuue. lrtakes my breath
away." cried Ollve. "Twenty thousand
doliars: Twenty thoiisand dollara!"

"Yes; a hundred thoiiRand mftrku,"
sald Karl, addlng with hls former air
of satlsfied pride, "XV e do not touch..-
any small affairs."
"And what wlll be my share?" she

asked wlth Teutonle. dlrectness.
"About flve hundred pounds. It Ib

enough?" he lauglied.
"II takes my brenth away," she re-

peattd. "Of course, I wlll do lt."
"Good. And tbep you will marry

llvo.

"Karl! AVe must walt yet. You
must see whether I can do all thls.
A'ou must know me better. No, no;
not yot."

"I loved you lhe moment I saw you
looklng about for our house and heard
you murmtir those words ln our dear
tongue. And Anna can llve wlth us
for a tlme. She Is a <l"ar. good soul,
Anna, and a rare bo.usowlfc. You know
how she can cook, Rosa. Sho wlll
teach you, If there \ht anythlng In the
world you do not know," and he tried
to tako hor hand and klss her.

"I am thlnklng of thls scheme, Karl,"
she protested, and .drew away. "Let
us talk of lt, for unless lt sueeeeds
we Bhall have no nwn.v to marry
wlth." '.'¦¦

"Ah. hut you are shrewd and far-slghtnd!" he cried. V__lly pleased. "Iwill toll you. The mlnlster has a sec¬
retary of the name of Fenwlck, and
we thlnk that he .takes these Import¬ant papers to lils chief from the bu¬
reau, and wo hnve a plnn by which
the Btiaplclon of having stolen this one
shall fall on hlm.".. .,,.,..

"Ah, that Is oleyer ..indeed," cried
Ollve wlth a smlle; and sho always be¬
lieved thnt tho siniln with whlch she
recelved that news was thn most sue¬
cessful plece of acilng of all that
stran'go tlme.
"He ls a self-cone.elted fool wlth hls

head In the air, like «6 many of those
Engllsh aristocrats," sald Karl, con-
tomptuously. "When you get to tho
house you may even be:able1 to get the
papers yourself."
"That would be a stroke lndeed," she

crled.
"But at any rate. you wlll certalnly

llnd out how ho wthey can he got;" and
they entered upon a long discusslon of
lhe means to be emnloyed.
"You wlll come to our meeting to-

morrow night." he said as they rose
to return to Iho house.

"1 shall tben seo Mr. IMawford? I
wlsh to aeo hlm."

"Yes, he wlll bo thore; and In the
lncantlmo I wlll'tell Rosensteln that
you have Jolnod us. It wlll bo splen¬
did lo work together, Rosa."

".We must succeed and get the
money, Karl." or elso ." nnd sho fln¬
lshed with a slgnificnnt ancl somewliat
coqtiottlsh Iruigh?

Ile lauglied in response with much
satlsfnctlori and drow hor arm Into
lils as they wnlkod away,

"A'ou are late," children," wrh Anna's
geetlng ns they entered the llttle
house. "Supper is getting spoiled.
AVhy do you dawdlo?"

Karl told her tho news.that Rosa
waa to be one of them, She was
pleased, and declared that sho would
nol. havo believed il. Sho was oldur
than her brother and treated hlm in
the houso more Uke a son.

At supper, when Ollve hnd to eat a
numbor of sour messes which as a Ger¬
man she was stippoaod tp enjoy, Anna
said that Herr Rosenuteln had called
and would return. AVhon ho cnnie tho
two men had a talk alone at flrst, nnd
then with Ollve nbout. her part ln what
hnd to ho done
He appenred ns pleased as Karl that

she was to Joln thetu, and while tho
two smoked and drank lieer, and talk¬
ed /about tlio project, Ollvo sat Us-
teiilng intently, drinklng ln every
word nud flxlng evory detnll In her
mr mnry"1 for ful ure use.
Karl llartman told the othor that

Ollve was lo be hln wife, und when hc
turned und loasted hor, llftlng hla
glans hlgh, wlth n smlllug "Prost!" sho
aC-Opt'ed the congratitlatlon and smlled
bnck, nml thou smlled at Karl aa
though ho were Uin centre of ull her
hopes. deslres und tlioughts.

lt waa the short cut to the man's
conlVlence, and sho took lt reudily ___


